Cranio-cervical necrotizing fascitiis: case report and review of the literature.
Necrotising fascitiis is a rapidly progressive bacterial infection of the soft tissues and generally attacks the walls of the abdomen, the perineum, the limbs or, to a lesser degree, the cranio-cervical area. In the latter region, the infection involves the soft tissues of the neck, in a more or less extensive manner, and causes diffuse necrosis. Crepitation, areas with linear infiltration and others with fluctuation are detected on manual examination. Systemic symptoms such as fever, tachycardia, tachypnoea and signs of septic shock are always present, at least during the more advanced stages of the disease. Computed tomography may prove fundamental since it reveals an increase in the thickness and degree of impregnation of the cervical soft tissues, as well as the presence of liquid or gaseous infiltration in the thoracic areas, especially in cases of mediastinitis. Personal experience in a case is described which led to a review of the literature. The best approach in the management of this devastating condition is early diagnosis, adequate antibiotic treatment and radical surgical procedures, which may often need to be repeated several times.